The University of Michigan’s
Center for Middle Eastern and North African Studies Presents:

The Global Islam Film Series

All films screened at The Michigan Theater
603 East Liberty Street, Ann Arbor

Monday, May 24, 7:00-8:30 pm
Allah Made Me Funny

This landmark concert film follows three acclaimed comedians on stage and off as they lift the veil to reveal the humorous truth of what it's really like to be Muslim in America. Mo Amer, Azhar Usman,
and Preacher Moss poke fun at themselves, their communities, government, human nature and the tricky predicament of living in post-9/11 America. Featuring music of rising indie scene artists, Allah
Made Me Funny: Live in Concert is rollicking good fun and gives people of all cultural backgrounds an opportunity to laugh hard, drop their guard and open their minds.

Tuesday, May 25, 7:00-8:15 pm
The Letter: An American Town and “The Somali Invasion”

In the wake of the 9/11 tragedy a firestorm erupts when Mayor Larry Ramond of Lewiston, Maine sends an open letter to 1,100 newly arrived Somali refugees advising them that the city's resources are
strained to the limit and asking other Somalis not to move to the city. Interpreted as a rallying cry by white supremacist groups across the United States, THE LETTER documents the crossfire of emo-
tions and events, culminating in a "hate" rally convened by the World Church of the Creator and a counter "peace" rally involving 4,000 Lewiston residents supporting ethnic and cultural diversity.

Wednesday, May 26, 7:00-8:45 pm
Journey into America

Akbar Ahmed, renowned anthropologist and Ibn Khaldun Chair of Islamic Studies in American University’s School of International Service, took a one-year sabbatical to research Muslims in America and
the attitudes and perceptions of Americans regarding their Muslim neighbors. The cross-country ethnographic study took Ahmed and his team of five young Americans to more than 30 American towns
and cities between September 2008 and summer 2009.

Thursday, May 27, 7:00-8:00 pm
Inside Islam: What a Billion Muslims Really Think

Inside Islam: What a Billion Muslims Really Think, a new documentary film from Unity Productions Foundation, explores the expertly gathered opinions of Muslims around the globe as revealed in the
world’s first major opinion poll, conducted by Gallup, the preeminent polling organization. Gallup researchers began by asking the questions on every American’s mind. Why is there so much anti-
Americanism in the Muslim world? Who are the extremists and how do Muslims feel about them? What do Muslims like and dislike about the West? What do Muslim women really want? Crucial policy
decisions hang on these questions. They continue to generate passionate disagreements in the public square. Yet for all the heat and controversy, the actual views of the world’s Muslims have been con-
spicuously missing from this debate. Now, we have the missing answers and statistics, gathered, parsed, and analyzed not by pundits but by professional researchers. As part of this groundbreaking six-
year project, Gallup conducted tens of thousands of interviews with residents in 35 predominantly Muslim nations, as well as smaller populations in Europe and the USA. The broad extent of the polling
has delivered findings for the world’s 1.4 billion Muslims with a plus or minus accuracy of 3%. Focused on the issues of Gender Justice, Terrorism, and Democracy —the film presents this remarkable data
deftly, showing how it challenges the popular notion that Muslims and the West are on a collision course. Like the research, the film highlights a shared relationship that is based on facts — not fear.

Funded through the Social Science Research Council’s Academia in the Public Sphere Grants Program.
All films are free and open to the public.






